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MDSG Early Career Researcher Distinguished Lecturer Award Application Form

The Mineral Deposit Studies Group (MDSG) welcomes applications from all Early Career Researchers (ECR’s) registered at universities or research institutions within Great Britain or Ireland for the ECR Distinguished Lecturer Award. The award is open to any researchers who hold a PhD and are currently based at an eligible institution without a permanent contract. Full eligibility criteria are listed in the attached appendix.
The program aims to promote the work of Early Career Researchers working within the remits of MDSG by fully funding a series of lectures within Great Britain or Ireland. One ECR is selected for the program each year based on a combination of their research contributions to the field and their ability to communicate their findings to a broad audience. Once the ECR candidate has been chosen and announced, eligible institutions will be invited to host the seminar within the allocated year of the award. Successful applicants will also be invited to give a keynote lecture at the MDSG’s annual meeting.
To apply, the ECR should complete this form and email it to mdsguk@gmail.com with “ECR DLA Application” in the subject line, together with a 1 page CV and a max. 1 page covering letter that clearly states why they deserve the award. There is one application round per year, with a deadline of 31st October. Details of any adjustments to this date and other relevant information will be published on MDSG’s website, www.mdsg.org.uk, and/or through the group’s social media pages.
Please contact the MDSG committee at mdsguk@gmail.com, if you require any further information about this program. 

	Personal Details

	Name

	

	Institution

	

	Postal address

	

	Phone

	

	Email

	

	Position

	

	Source of funding

	

	Suggested host institutions
Please identify 3 or more institutions who might be interested in hosting you. We strongly encourage at least one of these to be an institution without a current mineral deposit-focussed program.
	




	
Lecture Information

	Title of 1st proposed presentation

	

	Please provide a brief (<200 word) abstract that summarises the presentation using language that could be understood by a general audience












	Title of 2nd proposed presentation

	

	Please provide a brief (<200 word) abstract that summarises the presentation using language that could be understood by a general audience















In submitting this application I confirm that the above details are correct and provide consent for MDSG and its parent bodies (The Mineralogical Society of Great Britain and Ireland and the Geological Society of London) to gather personal information in order to provide you with services relating to the Group. These data will be stored electronically for a period of not more than three years and will be used to contact you in relation to MDSG only. 

Please tick this box if you wish to be added to the MDSG’s mailing list to receive updates on the group’s activities. 



Signed:                                                                                                         Date:                                         


Appendix: Eligibility criteria for the Early Career Researcher Distinguished Lecturer Award 
· Applicants must apply for the award themselves; nomination of other candidates will not be considered.
· Applicants must be based at a university or research institution within Great Britain or Ireland.
· Applicants must hold a PhD at the time of applying and not have a permanent contract at their institution. Postdoctoral Research Associates (PDRA’s), Independent Research Fellows (IRF’s), University Research Fellows (URF’s) and researchers with institutional, industry or alternative funding sources are all welcome to apply.
· Applicants who attain a permanent position after the application deadline has past will still be considered for the award (i.e. they will not be required to withdraw their application).
· If an applicant moves abroad after submitting an application they are required to inform MDSG immediately. 
· Applications must include a completed application form, a 1 page CV, and a max. 1 page covering letter that provides evidence of how their research has benefitted the MDSG community, any service or volunteering roles they have undertaken in the mineral deposits community, and why they deserve the award.
· Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application within 2 months of the submission deadline. The successful candidate will be formally announced in the run up to the following MDSG annual meeting (usually January).The successful candidate will give a keynote presentation at that conference.
· The program covers the costs of travel, accommodation and sustenance for a minimum of three talks at eligible institutions. Standard class travel and accommodation restrictions apply. Depending on the available funds the program may be able support lectures at more institutions.
· Travel expenses will only cover transport that originates within the UK or Ireland. Thus if a successful applicant moves abroad during the allocated time of the award they must find alternative funding to support the added travel expenses. 
· All lectures funded through this award must acknowledge the support of MDSG. 
· Representatives of the MDSG may wish to attend any of the talks given as part of the program. We will notify and liaise with both the ECR and the host institution in advance of doing so.
· All talks must be given within the allocated year of the award, which is designated as the calendar year following the ECR lecturer’s appointment, roughly echoing the period between MDSG AGM’s (i.e. 1st January – 31st December). The award will start with the applicant giving a keynote lecture at the MDSG’s annual meeting, usually in January.
· The sucessful applicant will also be asked to write a short article about one or both of their talk topics for the MDSG website towards the beginning of their award, and a short report on the lectures given at the end of the award. MDSG may also promote lectures given through the award on the website and via social media during the course of the award.
· Typical application and award timescales:
· 31st October: MDSG ECR Distinguished Lecturer Award application deadline.
· November: Applicants informed of the outcome.
· November to March: Potential host institutions approached by the MDSG on behalf of the ECR lecturer and/or submit requests to the MDSG to host a lecture.
· January: ECR lecturer announced at MDSG meeting, designating start of award, keynote presentation at MDSG AGM.
· January to December: Period during which the lectures are expected to be given.




MDSG would like to acknowledge the inspiration given by the Geochemistry Group’s ECR Prominent Lecturer Program in setting up this award – if your research falls more within the Geochemistry Group’s remit than that of MDSG then please consider applying for their scheme - https://geochemistry.group/awards-and-medals/. 
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